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Tim Kupsick/GameDay Kaimin
Brothers Shawn (#52) and Matt Lebsock react after a play during Montana’s 10-9 win over Cal Poly on Nov. 4. Matt, a senior safety, has 25 tackles on the year while Shawn, a sophomore linebacker, has 32. Their brother Nick is redshirting this season.
Fueling the Griz tradition one brother at a time
For some people, football is an
addiction – a game they just can’t
seem to get enough of. To Griz
fans, it’s a tradition. But for two
University of Montana football
players, the maroon and silver
runs even deeper.
It’s in their blood.
Matt and Shawn Lebsock were
born into a football family. Their
grandfather Chuck Herringer, now
a season ticket holder and avid fan
of the Griz, played football at
Notre Dame. Their dad, Ron,
played center for the Griz from
1974 to 1977. Now, Matt is a sen-
ior safety and Shawn is a sopho-
more linebacker at UM. Their
younger brother, Nick, is redshirt-
ing for the Griz this season.
“It always seems like there will
be a Lebsock around,” said Ty
Gregorak, the linebacker coach for
Montana. “I can’t say enough
about that family.”
Matt and Shawn grew up play-
ing every sport, but football
always came first. Their dad is the
head football coach at Skyview
High School, so the boys grew up
watching practices and being at
games. Their mom, Bartie, said
she recalls them running around
on the field and throwing the ball
with the football players. They
also followed the Griz closely, and
dreamed of the day when they
would wear UM jerseys.
“I grew up wanting to play
here,” Matt said. “When I found
out I was going to play here, I was
thrilled. I’ve always been a huge
Griz fan.”
Growing up in a Griz family, the
boys are no strangers to the Griz-
Cat rivalry.
“These boys have grown up
with (the rivalry),” Ron said. “It’s
always been paid attention to in
our house.”
The Lebsocks began playing
tackle football at about age 10.
“I’d been waiting for it since I
knew what football was,” Shawn
said. “Before that I had to play
soccer because we didn’t have
tackle football before fourth
grade.”
They went on to play in high
school for the Falcons – and their
dad. Ron said it was an honor  to
coach his sons.
“It’s tough to be the coach’s
son,” he said. “They were expect-
ed to be above and beyond what
most people were expected to be.”
Matt said he enjoyed playing for
his dad and said his dad was a
good coach.
“He didn’t put any pressure on
me that I didn’t put on myself,” he
said.
“My dad’s a hardworking guy,”
Shawn added. “He’s always been
a positive influence on me.”
Matt and Shawn both played a
variety of positions in high school.
Matt was a running back, quarter-
back and defensive back; Shawn
played running back and line-
backer. Destined for defense, both
love the positions they play now.
“To me, making a big hit is a lot
more fun than scoring a touch-
down,” said Shawn, who is called
“Beef” by all who know him. “On
defense it’s real fun when you can
go out against good offenses and
kind of have your way with them.”
Their high school careers were
successful, as they each received
distinguished honors. Matt shared
Montana’s AA Defensive Player
of the Year award with fellow Griz
Kyle Ryan following his senior
year and Shawn was voted
Montana Gatorade Player of the
Year in 2004. Aside from football,
the boys also participated in track
and basketball.
They may have made a name
for themselves playing football,
but the people they are off the
field has impressed their coaches
and parents.
“The football stuff is one thing,
but it’s the kind of people they are
that matters most,” Gregorak said.
Bartie said her sons are hard
workers, good students and com-
passionate people. She recalled
one instance that she will never
forget.
When their grandmother passed
away in 2000, their grandfather
was having a really difficult time.
Realizing how lonely he was, the
Lebsock brothers took turns stay-
ing with him each night. They’d
go over after practice, and not
leave until the following morning.
“That’s probably the one thing
that I am most proud of them for,”
Bartie said.
She is also proud of how well
they’ve done in school. Both boys
have good GPAs and take school
seriously.
“Just growing up in our family
it’s always been expected that you
get your school work done,”
Shawn said. “Our oldest brother
set a good example.”
Chris, the oldest of the Lebsock
brothers, is in medical school at
Concordia University. Matt and
Shawn both said they look up to
him in addition to their father.
The Lebsock boys are also
extremely selfless. Not wanting to
focus on personal achievements,
they choose to see everything as a
team effort.
“We’re not really about statis-
tics,” Matt said. “We play as a
team and we win as a team. We
just try to make plays.”
In football, as in life, Matt said
not every play is going to be per-
fect.
“Playing football is character
building because it requires a lot
of discipline,” Matt said.
“Sometimes things go wrong and
you have to put it aside and go on
to the next play. You can apply a
lot of things in football to life. You
screw up, you just move on.”
Matt said the best thing about
football is “being able to hit some-
body without getting in trouble for
it.” But, he added, there are just
some things about Griz football
that other schools wouldn’t under-
stand.
“It’s a great tradition and we
expect to win all the time,” he
said. “I don’t know if other
schools have that same pressure.
It’s not the kind of pressure you
don’t want … it builds confi-
dence.”
With his college football career
nearly over, Matt said he will miss
playing football, and the feeling
he gets from playing in front of
the home crowd. But he said what
he will miss more than anything is
the friendships he’s made with the
guys on the team. The coaches
will miss him too.
“It’s hard to believe he’s a sen-
ior already,” said safeties coach
Tim Hauck. “He’ll be remem-
bered around here for a long
time.”
A political science and finance
major, Matt is considering going
to law school or getting his mas-
ters in business upon graduation.
But the football season’s not over
yet, and Matt said his ultimate
goal is to get back to the national
championship and win it.
But the Griz aren’t looking past
one of the most important games
of the season, a rivalry that has the
intensity equivalent to a champi-
onship game – the one being
played today.
Having went to high school in
Billings where cross-town rival-
ries are a big deal, the Lebsock
brothers are familiar with the
importance of bragging rights.
“In high school (the rivalries)
were big because you always
hated something about the other
team,” Shawn said. “Cat-Griz is
on a way bigger scale.”
Shawn will be seeing a couple
of his old teammates out on the
field. There are four underclass-
man on the Bobcat roster who
played for Skyview.
“I’ll treat them just like any
other opponent, but it will be dif-
ferent,” Shawn said. 
And so the family tradition goes
on. Matt followed his dad, Shawn
followed Matt, and next year Nick
will join his older brother on the
gridiron. Time will tell if the
youngest Lebsock, Conner, who is
in eighth grade, will one day wear
the Griz uniform.
“It’s nice to see the families that
keep coming back,” Tim Hauck
said. “The Grizzly tradition means
something to them. It’s a special
deal.”
AMBER KUEHN
GAMEDAY KAIMIN
 
The college football season can
seem more like a marathon than a
sprint and no team has proven that
more than the Montana State
Bobcats.
The Bobcats opened the season
by upsetting the I-A Colorado
Buffaloes 19-10 in Boulder, Colo.
on Sept. 2. But after that, the
wheels fell off for the Bobcats as
they lost their next three games –
all at home – including a humiliat-
ing 35-24 loss at the hands of
Division II Chadron State.
MSU’s third-consecutive loss
was its Big Sky Conference open-
er, in which Eastern Washington
defeated them 19-10.  Griz fans
weren’t just celebrating their own
victories; they were rejoicing in
the fact that it seemed the Bobcats
were headed toward a humiliating
year that would see them get throt-
tled in their season-ending show-
down with Montana.
Then MSU went on a tear that
no other team in the Big Sky could
match except for Montana. The
Bobcats won their next six games
to keep pace with a Griz team that
has won its last nine games after a
season-opening loss to Division I-
A Iowa.
“They’re on a nice little roll,
having won six in a row,” UM
head coach Bobby Hauck said.
“Their scheme’s good, they’re
well coached, they’ve got good
players, no doubt about it. You
don’t win six in a row without
that.”
That Bobcats’ win streak left
them one game behind Montana in
the standings, and with a win on
Saturday, they would share the
conference crown with the Griz,
who have already clinched at least
a share of the league title and
would get it outright with a win
over MSU.
Last year the Bobcats dealt
Montana a devastating blow by
defeating the Griz 16-6 in
Bozeman, costing the Griz the
outright conference title. A lot has
changed, though, for MSU since
last year’s meeting.
One of the toughest things for
the Bobcats (7-3 overall; 6-1 Big
Sky Conference) to deal with has
been replacing quarterback Travis
Lulay, who went 3-1 against the
Griz in his career even though he
didn’t put up gaudy numbers. In
his four games against Montana
he only threw two touchdowns.
Junior quarterback Jack
Rolovich has started the last four
games for MSU but has played in
a total of eight games this season.
He has thrown for 1,087 yards and
eight touchdowns, but has also
thrown seven interceptions. 
“He’ll throw it up a little bit and
try to make some plays,” UM sen-
ior cornerback Tuff Harris said.
“The Bobcats have had Lulay in
the past with their quarterback sit-
uation. This year the next guy
stepping up, Rolovich, is doing
pretty well.”
The biggest addition to the
MSU team has been University of
Arizona transfer Michael
Jefferson, who has 54 catches for
822 yards and eight touchdowns,
which are all second in the confer-
ence behind Northern Arizona
wideout Alex Watson.
“He’s done some good things
this year,” Harris said. “He’s put
up some numbers. He looks pretty
good on film. He runs well, he
goes fast and makes plays.”
One thing that hasn’t changed
for the Bobcats has been their
head coach. Mike Kramer is in his
seventh season as head coach of
the Bobcats and his 13th season
overall in the Big Sky Conference.
He spent six years as the head
coach of Eastern Washington
before taking over in Bozeman.
Kramer is a three-time confer-
ence coach-of-the-year, winning
the award once with Eastern and
twice with the Bobcats, including
last year when he led MSU to a 7-
4 record and a share of the confer-
ence title with Montana and
Eastern. 
Kramer has used not only his
success to win over his col-
leagues, but also his lovable per-
sonality. 
“He’s a good guy,” Hauck said.
“He’s a funny guy to go drink a
beer with.” 
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Bobcats roll into Missoula with more
than state bragging rights on the line
PETE DELMOE
GAMEDAY KAIMIN
”
“They’ve got good play-ers, no doubt about it.You don’t win six in arow without that.—Bobby Hauck,
UM head football coach
1897- UM 16 MSU 6
1898- UM 6 MSU 0, UM 16 MSU 0
1899- MSU 38 UM 0, MSU 5 UM 0
1900- MSU 12 UM 11
1901- MSU 31 UM 0
1902- MSU 38 UM 0
1903- MSU 13 UM 6
1904- UM 79 MSU 0
1908- UM 0 MSU 0, MSU 5 UM 0
1909- UM 3 MSU 0, UM 15 MSU 5
1910- UM 0 MSU 0, UM 10 MSU 0
1912- UM 7 MSU 0, UM 39 MSU 3
1913- UM 7 MSU 0, UM 20 MSU 0
1914- UM 26 MSU 9
1916- UM 6 MSU 6
1917- UM 9 MSU 7
1919- UM 6 MSU 6
1920-UM 28 MSU 0
1921- UM 14 MSU 7
1922- UM 7 MSU 6
1923- UM 24 MSU 13
1925- UM 29 MSU 7
1926- UM 27 MSU 0
1927- UM 6 MSU 0
1928- UM 0 MSU 0
1929- MSU 14 UM 12
1930- MSU 13 UM 6
1931- UM 37 MSU 6
1932- MSU 19 UM 7
1933- UM 32 MSU 0
1934- UM 25 MSU 0
1935- UM 20 MSU 0
1936- UM 27 MSU 0
1937- UM 19 MSU 0
1938- UM 13 MSU 0
1939- UM 6 MSU 0
1940- UM 6 MSU 0
1941- UM 23 MSU 13
1946- UM 20 MSU 7
1947- MSU 13 UM 12
1948- UM 14 MSU 0
1949- UM 34 MSU 12
1950- UM 33 MSU 0
1951- UM 38 MSU 0
1952- UM 35 MSU 12
1953- UM 32 MSU 13
1954- UM 25 MSU 21
1955- UM 19 MSU 0
1956- MSU 33 UM 13
1957- MSU 22 UM 13
1958- MSU 20 UM 6
1959- MSU 40 UM 6
1960- UM 10 MSU 6
1961- MSU 10 UM 9
1962- UM 36 MSU 19
1963- MSU 18 UM 3
1964- MSU 30 UM 6
1965- MSU 24 UM 7
1966- MSU 38 UM 0
1967- MSU 14 UM 8
1968- MSU 29 UM 24
1969- UM 7 MSU 6
1970- UM 35 MSU 0
1971- UM 30 MSU 0
1972- MSU 21 UM 3
1973- MSU 33 UM 7
1974- MSU 43 UM 29
1975- MSU 20 UM 3
1976- MSU 21 UM 12
1977- MSU 24 UM 19
1978- UM 24 MSU 8
1979- MSU 38 UM 21
1980- MSU 24 UM 7
1981- UM 27 MSU 17
1982- UM 45 MSU 14
1983- MSU 28 UM 8
1984- MSU 34 UM 24
1985- MSU 41 UM 18
1986- UM 59 MSU 28
1987- UM 55 MSU 7
1988- UM 17 MSU 3
1989- UM 17 MSU 2
1990- UM 35 MSU 18
1991- UM 16 MSU 9
1992- UM 29 MSU 17
1993- UM 42 MSU 30
1994- UM 55 MSU 20
1995- UM 42 MSU 33
1996- UM 35 MSU 14
1997- UM 27 MSU 25
1998- UM 28 MSU 21
1999- UM 49 MSU 3
2000- UM 28 MSU 3
2001- UM 38 MSU 27
2002- MSU 10 UM 7
2003- MSU 27 UM 20
2004- UM 38 MSU 22
2005- MSU 16 UM 6
Cat/Griz
All-time series breakdown
GDK
www.montanakaimin.com
AGS Top 25 Poll (11/13/06)
1. Appalachian State
2. Montana
3. Massachusetts
4. North Dakota State
5. Youngstown State
6. Illinois State
7. James Madison
8. Furman
9. New Hampshire
10. Southern Illinois
11. Hampton
12. Tenn Martin
13. Montana State
14. Princeton
15. Coastal Carolina
16. Cal Poly
17. South Dakota State
18. Portland State
19. Eastern Illinois
20. San Diego
21. Northern Iowa
22. Harvard
23. Monmouth
24. Towson
25. Maine
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Whether it was to guarantee
their spot in the epic weekend
football game or simply make
some cash, an eager 1,600 stu-
dents turned the University Center
into an over-caffeinated shanty-
town Sunday night to be among
the first to score tickets for
Saturday’s highly anticipated
game with Montana State
University.
As the hours crept by, the UC
began to resemble a chaotic, post-
graduation lock-in with free food
and soda to keep the tired masses
at least halfway functional
throughout the night.
“We grabbed six energy drinks
and just chugged them, dude,”
University of Montana freshman
Jared Mullaney said.
The UC provided entertainment
for those who hadn’t already cud-
dled up with their laptops and
blankets. Students enjoyed an
open arcade and pool hall for most
of the night, which featured
karaoke, as well as henna tattoo-
ing and body painting downstairs.
A D.J. was also present.
“I think it’s nice because people
aren’t going to be sleeping any-
way, so you might as well enjoy
yourself,” sophomore Jacob
Pearson said.
Some, however, made earnest
attempts at catching a few hours
of rest. Many who had not set up
camp in the UC Ballroom, which
eventually became a giant nursery
for students, crawled into whatev-
er nooks they could find to sleep
until ticket sales began.
Students began showing up a
little after noon on Sunday and
continued to wait in line until 10
p.m. to be among the first 300 stu-
dents who would receive wrist-
bands that would allow them to
purchase guest passes when tick-
ets actually went on sale at 5 a.m.
The rest were allowed to purchase
only one ticket.
Lines started from the ballroom
upstairs and weaved in and around
most of the third floor before
finally reaching the actual ticket
distributors. Students idly pro-
gressed through the line taking lit-
tle account of the pillows, TVs
and bits of food strewn about. 
Freshman Tanner Beree killed
time by scavenging for old pizza.
“It’s probably pretty freaking
old, but its amazing,” Beree said.
There was no absence of late-
night shenanigans either. As the
line drew closer to the wristband
distribution table at about 10 p.m.,
it got to the point where a simple
kicking over of the barrier would
send the room into an uproar of
“Ohs” and “Woos”. 
A few seconds later, when
Monte, the Grizzlies’ mascot,
made an enthusiastic appearance,
one of the alleged drunkards
knocked him into the barricade
and left him in a pile on the floor. 
He attempted to walk off the
fall, and proceeded to climb and
straddle the barricade upon which
somebody in the line promptly
pulled him down.
As the clock wound down
towards 5 a.m., delirium and bit-
terness began to take hold. In a
half-awakened daze, hundreds of
students began to form aimless
lines in the darkened ballroom
with no clear indication of where
the real line ended or began.
“Its stupid. We’re all standing
here and nobody knows where the
line is, so nobody’s going any-
where. We’re dumbasses,” fresh-
man Jenny Boespflug said.
After the lights went on, and the
line gradually drifted towards the
ticket-distribution room on the
third floor, students struggled to
maintain their wakefulness.
“I knew it! I knew they would
screw us!” freshman Peter
Landsiedel said after seeing that
there were two distributors selling
tickets instead of the three that
were working earlier.
Students jovially claimed their
tickets after what had been for
many of them a twelve-hour gant-
let. Some were still debating
whether they would actually
attend the game or simply sell
their ticket for possibly hundreds
of dollars.
“It’s a lot of money, which
makes it a hard decision,” fresh-
man Landon DeFelice said.
Kevin Hoffman/ Montana Kaimin 
UM sophomore Ryan Brunett and freshman Jordan Schnurr sprawl out on their sleeping bags Sunday while waiting in line for tickets to the Cat-Griz game.
The line started forming early Sunday even though wristbands to buy tickets weren’t handed out until 10 p.m. and ticket sales didn’t start until 5 a.m.
Students pull all-nighter for Cat-Griz tickets
MIKE GERRITY
GAMEDAY KAIMIN
GDK
About as hot as Cat-Griz
tickets... only our product
probably won’t fetch you
as much on eBay.
www.montanakaimin.com
 
Well, it’s the final week of the
2006 season and one word is on
everyone’s mind: Playoffs. Well,
actually that word is only realisti-
cally on the minds of the three
teams in the Big Sky Conference
with a winning record, two of
which are playing in the game
today at Washington-Grizzly
Stadium.
Montana (9-1, 7-0 BSC) is in
the playoffs but will be looking for
home field advantage while
Montana State (7-3, 6-1 BSC)
needs a win to get in. The wild
card in the Big Sky Conference
will be Portland State, which is off
this week and will have to wait
until Sunday to hear its postseason
fate. Portland State (7-4, 6-2 BSC)
may become the first four-loss
team in the last ten years to get an
at-large bid, solely because two of
those losses came to I-A Oregon
and Cal.
So, while a long shot, the Big
Sky may have three playoff teams
in the 16-team field although it
probably only deserves one. As a
division, the Big Sky boasts a 41-
51 cumulative record, which is
odd being as the nine teams have
established a solid reputation for
playing no one this year. As far as
strength of schedule is concerned
the highest ranked teams in the
conference are Sacramento State
and Portland State, which are
locked in a seven-way tie for 34th
place. Montana is 51st.
Eastern Washington is also off
this week but at 3-8, the Eagles
probably wouldn’t even qualify
for most Washington high school
playoffs.
N. Arizona (5-5, 4-3 BSC) at
N. Colorado (1-9, 0-7 BSC)
The battle of the Northerns
appears to be a bit one-sided as a
quarterback legend will look to
wrap up his career against the
worst defense in the Big Sky.
With his collegiate career nearly
over, it appears that NAU quarter-
back Jason Murrietta is preparing
for a shot at the big leagues. Last
week, Murrietta shredded Weber
State’s secondary for 342 yards
and six touchdowns, three of
which were for more than 40
yards apiece. Murrieta is likely the
front-runner for the 2006 Walter
Payton award as he has passed for
1,875 yards and 29 scores while
only getting picked off four times
this year. For his career Murrietta
has thrown for 10,345 yards and
89 touchdowns. His only knock?
The Lumberjacks have gone a
pedestrian 21-24 (13-15 BSC)
during his four years in Flagstaff.
Northern Colorado, on the other
hand, has had a pretty rough sea-
son with plenty of off-the-field
issues to complement its on-field
misfortunes. The Bears rank last
in the Big Sky in scoring defense
and second to last in scoring
offense. UNC’s lone pre-season
all-conference selection, wide
receiver Andy Birkel, has been
injured all season and the Bears’
only player of the week recipient
this year is Matt West who
blocked a punt and returned it for
a touchdown in the Bears’ only
win. 
These teams haven’t met since
NAU beat down the Bears 44-17
in 1987. Don’t expect much to be
different 19 years later.
Sac State (4-6, 4-4 BSC) 
at UC Davis (4-5)
Now a lot of jokes have been
fired around the Big Sky about
Sac State over the years, but there
has to be a bit of sympathy for the
poor chaps in Sac Town. While
Montanans get to spend the week
hitting up chat boards about the
rivalry game between the Griz and
Cats, Sac State fans, all 14 of
them, get to pump themselves up
for their rivalry with… non-con-
ference opponent UC Davis.
Worst off, the game, the 54th
meeting is dubbed the Causeway
Classic, which makes it sound
more like a grocery store whole-
sale than a football game.
What’s worse than being
crowned the king of the Causeway
Classic? Being named the loser in
the Causeway Classic; a feeling
very familiar with the Sac State
locker room as the Hornets are 16-
37 all-time versus the Aggies. The
Hornets will be looking for their
first five-win season since 2002
when it travels to Davis, Calif.,
where they have not won since
1996.
On the bright side, the Hornets
have a couple of studs on defense
as safety Brent Wheeler’s six
interceptions leads all of I-AA,
while linebacker Cyrus Mulitalo
leads the Big Sky in tackles. UC-
Davis is nothing special on
offense (27.1 ppg) or defense
(20.4 points allowed per game)
but the Aggies are 2-0 against Big
Sky teams this year beating
Northern Colorado and Montana
State by a combined score of 83-7.
Weber State (3-7, 2-5 BSC) 
at Idaho State (2-8, 1-6 BSC)
The loser of this match-up gets
to spend the off-season pondering
its seventh-place finish while the
winner gets the distinction of
being the second-least disappoint-
ing team in the Big Sky this sea-
son. Picked by many media outlets
as possible threats to Montana’s
run of supremacy, both teams have
floundered due in part to Weber
State’s anemic offense and ISU’s
paper-thin defense.
The Bengals are putting up
more than 330 yards per game, but
are giving up 377.6. Weber State
has the second-ranked defense in
the Big Sky, but the defense can
only do so much when the offense
is only producing 277.8 yards and
17.1 points a game.
However, if anyone deserves a
sympathy card, it’s the Idaho State
fans. For some unknown reason
they keep coming back to Holt
Arena. ISU ranks third in the Big
Sky in home attendance, trailing
only Montana and Montana State
and quite frankly, it’s a surprise
that ISU head coach Larry Lewis
isn’t in jail yet, because he’s found
a way to rob an average of 7,608
people on a weekly basis. 
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Portland State sweating it out as MSU battles for playoff spot
DANNY DAVIS
GAMEDAY KAIMIN
GDK
Catch it.
www.montanakaimin.com
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#3 Ryan Bagley
#98 Kerry Mullan
Wide receiver
Defensive tackle
Mr. Bagley has been the No. 1 receiver this season for Montana, leading the
Griz in both receptions (63) and touchdowns (four). Those numbers are a
long way from the two catches and zero TDs that Mr. Bagley hauled in as a
true freshman in 2004. Oh, and Mr. Bagley’s dad, Don, played his college
ball at MSU. Well, at least there is one smart Bagley.
6’ 4”, 211 lbs, junior, Business Administration
Montana has got incredible outings this year from its defensive
end rotation of Murphy, Dlouhy and Biermann. One reason those
three have put up good numbers has been the play of the interior
linemen, led by Mr. Mullan, who has 22 tackles in 2006.
6’3”, 288 lbs, senior, Sociology
2006 Record • 9-1, 7-0 Big Sky 
C
G
G
T
T
QB
WR
RB
WR
TE
WR
Josh
Swogger
7
Jeff
Marshall
73
Terran
Hillesland
77
Cody
Balogh
71
Brent
Russum
66
Colin
Dow
79
Eric Allen 
5
Dan
Beaudin
87
Ryan
Bagley 
3
Mike
Ferriter
82
Reggie
Bradshaw
20
SS
DT
DT
DE
DE
LB
CB
LB
FS
CB
LB
Kyle
Ryan
46
Torrey
Thomas
32
Kerry 
Mullan 
98
Mike
Murphy
90
Kroy
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#34 Quinton Jackson
#73 Jeff Marshall
Mr. Marshall was injured to
start the ‘06 campaign, but
got the starting nod after an
injury to Ryan Wells. Mr.
Marshall was no ordinary
back-up though: He was a
second-team all-conference
pick last year at the center
position.
GRIZ DEFENSE vs. Bobcat Offense
GRIZ OFFENSE vs. Bobcat Defense
Though not a starter, Mr.
Jackson is third on the team
with two interceptions and he
has also recorded 17 tackles
and four pass break-ups.
University 
of Montana
2 Craig Chambers JR WR 6–4 200 lbs Mill Creek, WA
3 Ryan Bagley JR WR 6–4 210 lbs Great Falls, MT
4 Muckie Foreman JR LB 6–1 200 lbs              Spanaway, WA
5 Eric Allen           JR WR 6–3 202 lbs Colorado Springs, CO
6 Tyler Joyce JR LB 6–5 231 lbs Aurora, CO
7 Josh Swogger SR QB 6–5 235 lbs Vienna, OH
8 Rob Schulte SO WR 5–8 183 lbs Great Falls, MT          
9 Tim Parks           SO CB 5–10 187 lbs Moreno Valley, CA
10        Quenton Freeman JR        CB 6--0 190 lbs Pasadena, CA
11 Matt Troxel        SO WR 5–9 180 lbs Coeur d’ Alene, ID
12 Andrew Selle      FR QB 6-2 205 lbs Billings, MT
13 Tuff Harris          SR CB 6–0 193 lbs Colstrip, MT
14 Cole Bergquist SO QB 6–2 207 lbs San Clemente, CA
16 Clint Stapp FR QB 6–3 217 lbs Niwot, CO
17 Van Cooper Jr. SR S 6–2 201 lbs Denver, CO
18 Jimmy Wilson JR CB 5-11 183 lbs San Diego, CA
19 Colt Anderson SO DB 5–10 185 lbs Butte, MT
20 Reggie Bradshaw JR RB 6-0 211 lbs Coquitlam, BC
21 Dustin Dlouhy SR DE 6–2 220 lbs Idaho Falls, ID
23 Chase Reynolds FR RB 5–10 190 lbs Drummond, MT
24  Thomas Brooks-Fletcher FR RB 5–10 202 lbs Bellevue, WA
25 Brandon Fisher FR S 5–10 183 lbs Franklin, TN
26 Tyson Johnson SR P 6–2 189 lbs Stevensville, MT
27 Matt Lebsock SR S 5–11 185 lbs Billings, MT
28 Andrew Schmidt SO RB 6–1 205 lbs Bozeman, MT
29 Dan Carpenter JR K 6–2 190 lbs Helena, MT
30 Brandon Dwyer SO CB 5–10 193 lbs Kalispell, MT
31 Tim Anderson FR S 6–0 206 lbs Missoula, MT
32 Torrey Thomas JR S 6–0 188 lbs Dillon, MT
33 Brandon Utterback FR RB 6–0 200 lbs Fort Benton, MT
34 Quinton Jackson JR CB 5--11 176 lbs Seattle, WA
35 Tom Martin SO LB 5–10 201 lbs Columbus, MT
36 Houston Stockton FR DB 5--9 160 lbs Spokane, WA
37 Loren Utterback JR LB 6–2 213 lbs Fort Benton, MT
38 Lex Hilliard SR RB 6–0 235 lbs Kalispell, MT  
39 Shann Schillinger FR S 6–1 190 lbs Baker, MT  
40 Greg Coleman     JR RB 6-0 238 lbs Peoria, IL  
41 Brady Green SR RB 5–9 191 lbs Brighton, UT  
42 Jace Palmer FR DB 6–3 214 lbs Missoula, MT  
43 Alex Hawthorne JR LB 6–2 233 lbs Mesa, AZ  
44 David Haile SO DE 6–5 235 lbs San Jose, CA   
46 Kyle Ryan JR LB 6–3 227 lbs Billings, MT  
47 Severin Campbell FR LB 6–4 210 lbs Golden, CO  
48 Chris Clark JR CB 5--11 175 lbs Los Angeles, CA  
49 Kevin Klaboe FR HB 6–2 216 lbs Billings, MT  
50 Craig Mettler SO DT 6–3 268 lbs Walla Walla, WA  
51 Tyler Pelleur FR LB 6–2 224 lbs Sammamish, WA  
52 Shawn Lebsock SO LB 6–0 220 lbs Billings, MT  
53 Kroy Biermann JR LB 6–3 232 lbs Hardin, MT  
54 Austin Mullins FR DT 6–2 248 lbs Great Falls, MT  
55 Dan Carter FR OT 6–5 303 lbs Bellingham, WA  
56 Tyler Corwin SO LB 6–3 230 lbs Great Falls, MT  
57 Karl Pitcher SO DE 6–2 218 lbs Anaconda, MT  
58 Paul LaMantia SO DT 6–2 260 lbs Oakdale, CA
59 Kelly Kain JR DT 6–4 294 lbs Great Falls, MT  
60 Ryan Schmidt FR OG 6–2 283 lbs Missoula, MT  
61 Cy Murer FR OL 6–4 290 lbs Big Fork, MT  
62 Trapper Hight FR C 6–4 290 lbs Miles City, MT  
63 Ryan Wells SR OT 6–4 288 lbs Hamilton, MT  
64 Dan Girard FR OG 6–4 278 lbs Yakima, WA
65 Nick Lebsock FR OL 6--1 220 lbs Billings, MT  
66 Brent Russum SO OG 6–3 281 lbs Lewiston, ID  
67 Kevin Bell           SO OT 6–4 275 lbs Santa Clarita, CA  
71 Cody Balogh JR OT 6–7 324 lbs Steilacoom, WA  
72 Levi Horn FR OT 6–7 300 lbs Spokane, WA  
73 Jeff Marshall SR C 6–5 285 lbs Newport Beach, CA  
74 Ryan Gustafson JR OG 6–5 270 lbs Billings, MT  
75 Chris Dyk           FR OT 6–8 282 lbs Dillon, MT  
76 Brad Sternberg FR OL 6–3 260 lbs Helena, MT  
77 Terran Hillesland FR OT 6–7 320 lbs Sidney, MT  
78 Eric Michel JR OG 6–6 285 lbs Billings, MT
79 Colin Dow FR OG 6–5 320 lbs Billings, MT  
80 Marc Mariani FR WR 6--0 177 lbs Havre, MT  
81 Tyler Palmer FR WR 6–3 203 lbs Missoula, MT  
82 Mike Ferriter SO WR 6–1 203 lbs Helena, MT  
83 Mitch Rasmussen FR WR 6–0 170 lbs Long Grove, IL
84 Tony Kazmierczak FR WR 6--2 200 lbs Thompson Falls, MT 
85 Bryan Riggs FR WR 6–1 200 lbs Spokane, WA
86 Jeremy Pate FR DB 6–1 185 lbs Las Vegas, NV
87 Daniel Beaudin FR TE 6–5 237 lbs Trout Creek, MT  
88 Steve Pfahler FR TE 6--5 233 lbs Frenchtown, MT  
89 Rob Overton FR TE 6–6 240 lbs San Leandro, CA  
90 Mike Murphy SR DE 6–3 238 lbs Great Falls, MT  
91 Michael Stadnyk JR DE 6–4 254 lbs Regina, Saskatchewan  
93 Brayton Schilling FR DL 6--2 226 lbs Gillette, WY  
94 Jackson Legerwood FR DE 6–2 230 lbs Fort Benton, MT  
95 Carson Bender FR DE 6–3 245 lbs Deer Lodge, MT
96 Alex Verlanic FR DT 6–3 265 lbs Drummond, MT  
97 Jesse Carlson SO DT 6–3 263 lbs Billings MT
98 Kerry Mullan SR DT 6–3 288 lbs Stevensville, MT  
99 Tyler Hobbs FR DE 6–4 230 lbs Spokane, WA
---- Jason Washington SR QB 6--2 200 lbs Oakland, CA  
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Montana • Montana State
NUMERICAL ROSTER
#28 Evin Groves
#5 Marcosus LeBlanc
Running back
Strong safety
Bothered by injury all season, Mr. Groves will be making only his
fourth start of the season today agaisnt the Griz. Last year, Mr.
Groves set a Cat-Griz freshman rushing record when he ran for 143
yards in a 16-6 Montana State win. 
5’8”, 187 lbs, sophomore
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6’0”, 199 lbs, senior
UM may want to key in on Mr. LeBlanc, who, because of either
injury or his two-game suspension, has played only twice in the
last six weeks. Despite all the time off though, LeBlanc in MSU’s
second leading tackler and has three interceptions.
vs. Bobcat Offense
vs. Bobcat Defense
2006 Record 7-3 • 6-1 Big Sky
Montana State
Bobcats
#42 Clive Lowe
Mr. Lowe is MSU’s most expe-
rienced starter as he rolls into
Missoula with 50 starts under
his belt. Mr. Lowe is also one
of the ‘Cats’ most versitle play-
ers as he has played both
defensive end and linebacker
the past two seasons. 
#1 Donnell Wheaton
Michael Jefferson may be get-
ting all the headlines, but Mr.
Wheaton is getting the job
done. Mr. Wheaton is fourth in
the Big Sky Conference with a
4.67 reception per game aver-
age. The Griz will be hoping
that this former UNLV Running
Rebel doesn’t run free through
the UM secondary.
O
ff
en
se
D
ef
en
se
1 Wheaton, Donnell SR WR 6-0 185 lbs Harbor City, CA
3 Black, Conroy FR CB 6-0 161 lbs Pembroke Pines, FL
5 LeBlanc, Marcosus SR FS 6-0 200 lbs Long Beach, CA
6 Palmer, Greg FR CB 5-10 165 lbs Ft. Lauderdale, FL
7 Matthews, Bryant JR LB 6-0 205 lbs New Orleans, LA
8 Brown, Jeff JR SS 6-0 185 lbs Harbor City, CA
9 Fuller, Andre JR CB 5-10 171 lbs Pompano Beach, FL
10 Lulay, Tyler SO WR 6-0 182 lbs Aumsville, OR
11 Desin, Mark FR QB/WR 5-10 172 lbs Billings, MT
12 Rolovich, Jack JR QB 6-2 220 lbs Novato, CA 
13 Austin, Kory JR CB 5-11 184 lbs Sacramento, CA
15 Carpenter, Cory JR QB 6-2 207 lbs The Dalles, OR 
17 Rasmussen, Jordan FR QB 6-4 220 lbs University Place, WA
20 Force, Ryan SR SS 6-2 206 lbs Lake Oswego, OR
23 Steffen, Brad FR CB 5-10 180 lbs Laguna Hills, CA
24 Beach, Michael JR CB 6-0 183 lbs San Pedro, CA
25 Mason, Aaron FR RB 5-10 181 lbs Imperial Beach, CA
26 Briggs, Arnold FR S 5-10 170 lbs San Diego, CA
27 Retoriano, Kevin FR SS 5-9 175 lbs San Diego, CA
28 Groves, Evin SO RB 5-8 187 lbs San Diego, CA
29 Williams, Brian SO FS 6-1 191 lbs Los Angeles, CA
30 Rider, Michael FR FS 5-11 180 lbs Billings, MT
31 Gazzerro, Chase SO LB 5-10 192 lbs Great Falls, MT
32 Irigoin, Brett SO FS 6-0 192 lbs Lambert, MT
33 Grimsley, Brandon FR RB 5-8 185 lbs San Diego, CA
34 Price, Jeff FR LB 6-0 195 lbs Billings, MT
35 Taito, Isaiah SO RB 5-11 209 lbs Shelton, WA
36 Erickson, Derek FR WR 6-0 165 lbs Belgrade, MT
38 McCracken, Mike FR LB 6-0 225 lbs Whitefish, MT
38 Thelan, Braxton FR CB 5-9 185 lbs Billings, MT
39 Fisher, Eric FR K 6-1 195 lbs Billings, MT
40 Ah-Hi, Kevin FR LB 5-11 200 lbs Couer d'Alene,ID
41 Clagget, Will JR LB 6-0 200 lbs Marysville, CA
42 Lowe, Clive SR LB 6-3 243 lbs Coral Springs, FL
43 Watkins, Beau FR SS 6-1 171 lbs Kalispell, MT
44 King, Epikopo JR LB 6-0 212 lbs The Dalles, OR
45 McDonald, Ty JR TE 6-2 219 lbs Geyser, MT
46 Hastings, Jeff SR K 5-9 177 lbs Long Beach, CA 
47 Fletcher, Dane FR LB 6-2 200 lbs Bozeman, MT
48 O'Connell, Dustin FR LB 6-2 207 lbs Helena, MT
49 Begger, Kyle FR TE 6-2 220 lbs Miles City, MT 
50 Bobo, Reyshawn JR LB 6-1 225 lbs Moreno Valley, CA
53 Jensen, Peder JR OT 6-6 264 lbs LaCosta, CA
54 Daly, Bobby SO LB 6-1 218 lbs Helena, MT
55 Peterson, Josh FR LB 6-0 205 lbs Seely Lake, MT
56 Anderson, Jesse FR LB 6-1 210 lbs Fort Benton, MT
57 Birkeland, Brant SR C 6-2 269 lbs Helena, MT
58 Cerise, Ryan FR DE 6-3 250 lbs Colorado Springs, CO
60 Kinkelaar, Dylan SO DT 6-2 260 lbs Winifred, MT
61 Verlanic, Jim SO C 6-1 255 lbs Anaconda, MT
62 Boyce, Neil FR OL 6-3 275 lbs Tacoma, WA
63 Neill, Sean SO DE 6-3 225 lbs Billings, MT
64 Boggs, Richard FR OT 6-5 245 lbs Kalispell, MT
66 Smith, Chris SO OG 6-3 286 lbs Laurel, MT
67 Walk, Ty FR OL 6-3 277 lbs Billings, MT
68 Stubbs, Levi FR OL 6-1 255 lbs Great Falls, MT
69 Hill, Justin FR OL 6-3 225 lbs Worden, MT
70 Sonsini, Dominic FR OL 6-3 275 lbs Los Angeles, CA
71 Hoffman, Jesse FR OL 6-4 307 lbs Helena, MT
72 Person, Mike FR Ol 6-4 255 lbs Glendive, MT
73 Hirst, Joe SR OT 6-7 296 lbs Spokane, WA
74 Miller, Jeff FR OT 6-7 275 lbs Pocatello, ID
75 Saucedo, Louis SO OG 6-5 329 lbs Paramount, CA
76 Hansen, Jeff FR OT 6-4 255 lbs Great Falls, MT
79 DeCock, Adam JR OT 6-6 298 lbs Harlowton, MT
80 Green, Derek FR WR 6-3 180 lbs Billings, MT
82 Lewis, Josh JR WR 5-11 165 lbs Pittsburg, CA
83 Brown, Mike SO WR 5-9 183 lbs Lakewood, CA
84 Bostick, Brandon SO TE/LS 6-4 250 lbs Missoula, MT
85 Wimberly, Kyle SO WR 6-3 185 lbs Moorpark, CA
86 Roberts, Joe FR WR 6-1 175 lbs Spokane, WA
87 Toliver, Deon SO WR 6-3 185 lbs Long Beach, CA
88 Banks, Jamelle FR WR 6-0 166 lbs Oakland, CA
88 Jefferson, Michael SR WR 6-2 203 lbs El Paso, TX
89 Bolton, Tyler SO WR/K 5-10 193 lbs Great Falls, MT
90 Hoffenbacker, Brandon FR DT 6-2 314 lbs Kalispell, MT
91 Schreibeis, Joe FR TE 6-4 225 lbs Billings, MT
92 Swartz, Kody FR TE 6-4 200 lbs Great Falls, MT
94 Siataga, David SR NT 5-11 268 lbs Sacramento, CA
95 Barnhart, Elliott JR TE 6-3 242 lbs Broadus, MT
96 Bartsch, Paul JR DL 6-2 265 lbs Huntington Beach, CA
97 Kolone, Chris SO DT 6-4 286 lbs San Diego, CA
98 Peebles, Matt FR DL 6-2 250 lbs Clyde Park, MT
99 Papich, Aaron JR DT 6-2 265 lbs Great Falls, MT
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Bozeman natives stuck at a crossroads in Griz Country
Being part of Griz Nation is a
good time — it means taking part
in one of the greatest football tra-
ditions, following a winning team
and bashing on the Bobcats.
But for some UM students, it’s
different. For those who hail from
Bozeman, it’s weird being in Griz
territory during the biggest rivalry
week in Montana football … even
for those who bleed maroon and
silver.
Britney Lohman is one of those
Bozeman natives, and a sopho-
more forward for the Lady Griz
basketball team. She said it will be
weird to have her friends from
Bozeman come down and stay
with her for Griz-Cat weekend.
“Everyone knows I’m a Griz
though,” she said. “ I’ll always be
a Griz fan before I’d ever be a Cat
fan.”
Several students from Bozeman
said they try to just stay out of it,
and don’t really consider them-
selves loyal to one team or the
other. Freshman Denise Barrett
said she thinks she is a fan of both
teams, if that’s possible in
Montana. Although she tends to
ride the fence, she made a bet with
her Bozeman friends that the Griz
would win Saturday.
“It’ll be fun to see who wins,”
she said. “It’s funny because (in
Bozeman) you hear all the bad
stuff about the Griz, and then you
get here and it’s the opposite.”
Ross Carlson, a sophomore
geography major, also tends to
lean in favor of the Griz. Still it’s
different being in Missoula when
you hail from Bozeman, he said.
“You hear about how good the
Cats are all your life, and then you
get here and they suck,” he said.
Another student, junior Laura
Franklin said she’s a Griz fan even
though her dad has ties to
Montana State.
“My dad works at MSU, but I
never really cared about Cat foot-
ball,” she said. “People ask me a
lot why I didn’t go to school in
Bozeman. I like Missoula better.”
Dillon Warn thinks he will like
Missoula more too. Warn is a stu-
dent at MSU who is planning to
transfer to UM next semester.
He’s got a ticket to the game, but
said it will be intimidating being
surrounded by Griz fans.
“I think it’ll be weird to be one
of those people with ties to both
teams,” he said. “It’s kind of like
someone living during the
American Revolution—you love
America, but you love the King
also.”
Warn said he’ll be going for
MSU on the inside, but probably
won’t show it much this Saturday.
One football player from
Bozeman wears his allegiance to
the Griz every Saturday when he
puts on the Montana jersey.
Andrew Schmidt said being a Griz
from the rival school is great,
adding that the coaches and win-
ning program were what attracted
him to UM.
“It’s great, especially when we
win,” the sophomore running back
said. “I can go back with bragging
rights over Christmas break.”
Schmidt isn’t the only Griz
football player with ties to MSU.
Wide receiver Ryan Bagley’s par-
ents both went to Montana State.
His father, Don, was a running
back for the Bobcats.
“I grew up a Cat fan my whole
life,” Bagley said. “I didn’t even
like the Griz until my senior year
of high school.”
He said the stadium, fans,
coaches and the program itself
were attractive to him when he
signed with the Griz, and added
that those things played a role in
converting his parents into “the
biggest Griz fans” he knows. That,
along with the Christmas presents
they receive. 
“I got them Griz gear for
Christmas my first year,” he said.
“When I saw them wear it I knew
they supported me.”
But, like Bagley’s dad, who still
has Bobcat license plates on his
truck, there are some people who
just can’t let go entirely. The UM
campus is full of students from
Bozeman, and on any given day,
they wouldn’t think twice about it
… except for maybe one Saturday
in November.
Saturday, November 18, 2006
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UM senior outside hitter
Claudia Houle was named to the
All-Big Sky Conference first
team on Tuesday.
Houle became the first Griz to
make the first team since Dana
Bennish was selected in 1996.
Houle was a second-team selec-
tion the previous two seasons.
Houle led Montana with a 4.47
kills per game average, the 2nd
highest total in the conference.
Houle was also 10th in the confer-
ence in hitting percentage, hitting
.265, 52 points above her career
average.
Senior EvaLyn Whitehead
earned honorable mention status.
As a team, Montana finished
12-14 with a 9-7 mark in Big Sky
play. UM advanced to its first
conference tournament since the
2000 season.
GDK
Chicks dig us.
www.montanakaimin.com
Houle becomes UM
volleyball’s first
All-Big Sky first
teamer since 1996
GDK
Hibernating
until 2007
www.montanakaimin.com
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Quarterbacking the
Montana Kaimin to new
lows since the mid-90s.
www.montanakaimin.com
This year has been a game of
musical chairs at the running back
position for the University of
Montana football team, and this
past Saturday the Griz found
another gem tucked away in their
depth chart.
Before the season even started,
the Griz lost their star running
back, senior Lex Hilliard, to an
Achilles tendon injury that has
sidelined him the entire 2006 sea-
son.
Injuries have also limited Greg
Coleman, a junior transfer from
Iowa State, to just 18 carries this
season.
“It’s been tougher than any
other year that I’ve seen since I’ve
been here,” said running backs
coach Luther Carr, who is in his
fourth year with the Griz.
That still hasn’t stopped the
Griz from leading the Big Sky
Conference in rushing with 138.8
yards a game. The Griz have been
led by transfer Reggie Bradshaw
and senior Brady Green, who have
combined for 961 yards and 16
touchdowns. 
But with Green out with an
injury this past Saturday against
Northern Colorado, it was up to
yet another UM runningback to
step up, and that was redshirt
freshman Thomas Brooks-
Fletcher, who had only eight
career carries coming into the
game.
He ended up running for 100
yards and two touchdowns on 15
carries in Montana’s 53-21 win
over the Bears to become the
fourth different Griz to lead the
team in rushing. The game was
especially meaningful to Brooks-
Fletcher considering he missed all
of last year with an ACL injury to
his left knee.
“After all the rehab and all the
tired days and just being worn
down, it paid off,” said Brooks-
Fletcher.
Green said he should be ready to
go this Saturday against Montana
State, but Griz fans haven’t seen
the last of Brooks-Fletcher.
“He’s only going to get better,”
Carr said. “The knee’s only going
to get stronger. He’s only a fresh-
man, so the days ahead of him are
only going to be brighter.”
UM backfield deep with talent
PETE DELMOE
GAMEDAY KAIMIN
It’s hard to believe, but when
Emily Sakis was in sixth grade,
she didn’t like volleyball.
“I hated it,” Sakis, a senior
majoring in sociology, said. “I
wasn’t good and I didn’t make the
J.V. team (in middle school), so I
was going to quit, but my seventh
grade year my sister made me
keep playing, and I’ve never quit
playing since.”
Thanks to the early encourage-
ment of Sakis’ older sister, Sara,
Sakis has become a key outside
hitter and blocker for the
University of Montana’s volley-
ball team. 
“Emily’s … always been a
fighter, whether things are going
her way or not, you know she’s
going to fight,” UM middle block-
er EvaLyn Whitehead said.
Sakis, a native of Palmer,
Alaska, said if it hadn’t been for
volleyball, she probably wouldn’t
have come to college.
“That sounds bad, but I only
came to college because I love
volleyball so much,” Sakis said.
She began her college career at
Northeastern Junior College in
Colorado. Her freshman year, the
team went 47-6 and was ranked
10th in the nation. Sakis led the
team in kills and was second in
blocks. In her second season at
NJC, Sakis averaged a team-high
4.77 kills per game and led her
team in service aces.
When the time came for Sakis
to make a move to Division I vol-
leyball, playing in Montana was-
n’t really something that Sakis
said she’d considered at first.
“I thought I wanted to go to the
East Coast, and I put a lot of ener-
gy into getting contact with coach-
es on the East Coast,” she said. “I
went on a visit to Connecticut and
I didn’t really like it. I didn’t like
the school, I didn’t like the people,
and I was like, the East Coast isn’t
really my style anymore.”
Though the outcome at
Connecticut was disappointing,
Sakis’ hopes were lifted when she
was contacted by former UM head
coach Nikki Best.
“I liked the coaching staff the
best, I liked the people of Montana
the best, I liked the athletic depart-
ment, the gym (and) the weight
room,” Sakis said. “And I loved
the team, that was definitely the
biggest factor for me was I liked
the team.”
Sakis came to Montana her jun-
ior year and made her mark. Sakis
led the team with a .301 hitting
percentage, and was third in kills.
However, last season marked
another low for UM as it missed
the Big Sky Conference tourna-
ment for a fifth straight year.
One of the hardest things that
Sakis said she had to deal with last
year was the fact that she was on a
losing team.
“I think it was probably one of
the most challenging and best
experiences for me to realize what
it’s like to be on a losing team and
try to overcome that, which we did
this year,” Sakis said.
Turning the tables on the past
five years, Montana has made a
long-awaited comeback, finishing
the regular season in fourth place
in the Big Sky and finally getting
a spot to play in the conference
tournament.
Sakis credits the unity on the
team as a factor in why Montana
has improved so much.
“We have a lot of camaraderie,
we all get along really well and
it’s awesome. That didn’t happen
last year,” Sakis said. “Because
we all get along so well, players
aren’t as selfish.”
Sakis said last year, a lot of
emphasis was put on the players’
individual statistics.
“This year, it’s like I don’t even
look at my statistics. This year, it’s
the team did this, the overall team
percentage was this … and I think
a lot of the girls like that. It’s just
much less selfish and just every-
thing is for the team this year.”
UM head coach Jerry Wagner,
who replaced Best in May, first
saw Sakis play when he was an
assistant coach at Gonzaga. Sakis
recorded 10 kills and a .370 hitting
percentage in a 3-1 UM victory on
Sept. 9, 2005.
“(Sakis) took it to us pretty
good. She is very good in what she
was doing, and I thought that she
was the difference in that match at
the time,” Wagner said. “And I’ve
come to know the same things as
have opponents of ours that Emily
Sakis is a dominating right side
player on this team and in this
conference.”
With Montana ruffling some
conference team’s feathers this
year, Sakis said she hopes to have
improved in her leadership ability.
“I think a lot of what this team
needed last year was good leader-
ship, and that was what I came
into the season wanting to do,”
Sakis said.
Wagner said that Sakis, one of
three seniors on UM’s roster, has
played an influential role.
“Emily has been a very good
leader, both in her actions and in
her comments to the team. She
certainly reflects the right emo-
tions and the right information to
the team whenever she speaks to
them,” Wagner said. “Every time I
go to have a huddle and I’m talk-
ing with my fellow coaches, I hear
Emily already giving the report
before I get there. It’s amazing …
and she’s just been a real bright
spot on the team.”
Sakis shines on tourney-bound UM volleyball team
SARAH SWAN
GAMEDAY KAIMIN
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Grizzly players tackle Cal Poly wide receiver Justin Belcher Saturday. Montana beat Cal Poly 10-9 in the last minutes of the game.
LEFT: Cal Poly’s Courtney Brown and Joseph Wighton bring down Montana Grizzly Rob Schulte on Saturday. CENTER: Griz
running back Brady Green is taken down by Cal Poly linebackers on Saturday. RIGHT: Griz wide receiver Craig Chambers
jumps for a pass against Cal Poly corner back Courtney Brown on Saturday.
Montana 10, Cal Poly 9
Photos by
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